Arboretum Car Park Extension;
The scheme consisted of formalizing of the existing car park by reconstructing the car park to include
sustainable drainage and an Electric Vehicle Charge Station (EVCS).
Whilst the original design showed a proposed SUD’s system and with very low runoff, most of the
which (rainwater) will soak though the proposed porous material to be used on the car park.
Walsall MBC’s Ecology Team raised concerns at the Planning Stage indicating that they believed any
drainage from the car park would eventually end up in the brook thus contaminating the Hoar Brook
SINC, where crayfish and water voles have been recorded.
Whilst it was first thought a soak‐a‐way would have been able to be introduced just north east of the
car park and the granular infill material covered with soil and grass, the outline was discarded after a
soak a way test was undertaken by Opus International Consultants (UK) Ltd. It was decided that a reed
filtration system would be a better solution, as well as an oil interceptor situated in the sump and that
these would be enough to remove any salt pollution (or even petrol or oil spillages and other
pollutants in times of high flows) from reaching the watercourse.

This was the car park in 2012.
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We were commissioned find a way remove potholes and ruts, whilst a potential scheme was being
looked at. We used the traditional method that had been used in previous years; we filled the holes
and levelled with plannings.

The funds to undertake the scheme was secured, however, due to other obligations made by the
parks, work started 15months later.
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The scheme started at the end of September 2016.
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Initially, the majority of work was to install the various kerb lines to give the contractor the levels to set
up the drainage.
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The first of the drainage went in on the 8th November 2016, whilst the first of the BodPave™ also arrived
at the same time.
See Drawing No. HM710‐900‐02 ‐ Construction Details for details.
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